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There’s a new top dog on the Private 100
List. The number one slot, which for years be-
longed to CCA Global Partners in Manches-
ter, has been taken over by C&S Wholesale
Grocers. The multi-billion-dollar corporate gi-
ant moved its headquarters from Vermont to
Keene in 2004.

They are not the only ones making their
debut on the list of NH’s Top 100 Private Com-
panies. Eleven companies are new to the list
this year. So what is the Top 100? Each year,
Business NH Magazine surveys hundreds of
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privately held companies across

the state, requesting gross sales fig-
ures for the past three fiscal years. Companies
are ranked by 2005 sales. We also rank their
average growth over the course of three years
and profile the five fastest growing companies
(see page 16).

What does the Top 100 list reveal? Well,
for starters, that companies are indeed moving
from economic recovery to growing—82 per-
cent of the companies on the list experienced
sales growth over three years and 54 percent
indicated they plan to expand this year. Of the
18 that saw a decline in sales, 10 are in the au-

' Compiled by Matthew J. Mowry

tomotive industry and three are in the construc-
tion industry. Of the 20 fastest growing com-
panies on the list, seven are technology related
and six are manufacturers. The rising fortunes
of companies are also evident in the cut-off
mark for the list. In the past, companies needed
$10 million in sales to make the list. This year,
companies rounding out the list reported sales
in the $15 million range.

Who are the Top 100? The majority, 34
percent, are in manufacturing or high tech, and
33 percent in retail or wholesale. The young-
est companies were started in 2000 while eight
companies are more than 100 years old.
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